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PLAN ON IT!  
 

iRi is pleased to announce that our annual Critical 

Thinking Summer Seminars, based on the work of 

world-renowned cognitive psychologist, Reuven 

Feuerstein, and which provide educators with 

intensive professional learning experiences will be 

held in Chicago, Illinois from July 6th through 

August 6th, 2010. Each two-week Summer Semi-

nar is specifically designed for either early child-

hood, middle school, high school, or special needs 

educators dedicated to improving the thinking and 

reasoning skills of all students in the 21st century.  

 

The ñLearn 2 Enable Learningò Summer Semi-

nar series was held in Troy, Michigan in 2009. 

Participants included teachers, administrators, 

therapists, and parents interested in learning and 

practicing ótoolsô and techniques for improving 

thinking, problem solving, and reasoning skills in 

their children. World-renowned cognitive psy-

chologist, Reuven Feuerstein, presented a special 

keynote webcast during the first week of training. 

Here is what participants shared about their learn-

ing experiences.  http://www.iriinc.us/assets/files/

iRi%202009%20Critical%20Thinking%

20Summer%20Seminars,%20Reviews.pdf    

  

connections  

Whatôs common to ñhuman Rights,ò ñaRt,ò ñRigor,ò ñconflict 

Resolution,ò ñRelationships,ò ñResponsibility,ò ñResilience,ò 

ñReflection,ò ñReadiness,ò and . . . ñRecessionò? 

 

Yes, they are all important ñRò words. In fact, each has been advocated at different recent times 

as The 4th most important ñRò of education, following ñReading, wRiting, and aRithmetic.ò 

Most significantly, all of these terms are integral to a more fundamental construct ð 

ñReasoning.ò Carl Haywoodôs conclusion (1984) that without designating ñReasoningò as the 4th 

R of education we can not prepare students to lead productive lives in the new world is indeed 

well deserving of merit. 

 

In practice, over the last three decades, the educational leadership in this country has heeded to 

the argument and sought to place reasoning in the focus of academic (and non-academic) school 

learning. Researchers and curriculum developers have been inspired by the notion that education 

systems should seek to develop studentsô reasoning and have pushed different new approaches to 

educational programming accordingly. An analysis of the national and state Standards, Bench-

marks, and Guidelines clearly will attest to this fortunate development. Yet, despite government 

attempts to enforce the better educational idea, children are still falling behind. 

 

The answers to the No Child Left Behind initiative are certainly as complex as the many differ-

ent variables that may be at the root of the problem this initiative aims to solve. One of these 

variables surely is the lack of sufficient real opportunity for students to receive what Feuerstein 

refers to as mediated learning. Consider, for example, students who fail to record, organize, 

compare, and classify effectively. The teacherôs recognition that these skills are important and 

the state tests that measure them make no difference to these students. Mathematics teachers 

often look helplessly at students who fail to perform mathematics tasks because those tasks chal-

lenge not only sheer know how, but rather the efficiency of such skills which they do not have. 

Teachers normally have no choice but to provide an immediate ñband aidò solution and move on 

at the ñrequiredò pace to ñcoverò more content. Thus, ñcontentò takes precedence in the class-

room over ñprocess.ò 
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