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cal Thinking Skills ALL Stu-
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Our missionis to keep you ufpo-date on new ideas emerging from research and applications that impact teaching and
students' learningn the 21st Century. We describe professional development opportunities for educators to deepen the
knowledge and enrich their skills. By sharing this information, we hope to enable educators, parents, and other helpin

professionals tdchange student's minds"by expanding the structures of their intellect and enriching their learning
capabilities as they prepare to live and work in a kigbh world.

Reuven Feuerstein, PhD.
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From July 27 through August 7, 2009, iRi
will hold its annual summer seminars in
Troy, Michigan, right outside metropolitan
Detroit. Over these two weeks, the series of
one-week or two-week seminars has been
divided up into ten sessions. These intensive
professional learning experiences for early
childhood, middle school, high school, and
special needs educators focus on critical
thinking skills for the 21 century. Teachers
will learn the practical, how-to-promote
critical thinking
ods and tools. Sessions will be centered on
Feuersteinds
grams, Cognitive Pathway to Mathematics,
Cognitive Pathways to Reading, and Feuer-
steinbés Dynamic

A keynote lecture by Reuven Feuerstein

| Ri 0s C
wi | | o peam2enaReledraing
Summer Seminars Due to age and health
l'imits, Piagetbds pri
travel from Jerusalem to the U.S. However,
using 21 century communications technol-
ogy, Dr. Feuerstein will address the audience
via live-by-video lecture and will discuss the
importance of thinking skills in the 21 cen-
tury. In the keynote address and interactive

dialogue that will follow, he will discuss
how his method links to the 21% Century
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Framework, we need environments where
students not only recognize but also allow

A s s echasigae toriake. place. Our job as educators

parents, psychologists, etc., is to ask wheth
the rapid pace of technology advancement

Professor Feuerstein was one of the first to state that
intelligence is not fixed, but instead modifiable. He
has designed systematic cognitive-based programs that
have been implemented and validated in schools and
clinical settings in over 80 countries.

$44 Billion in Stimulus Funds Available to
Drive Education Reforms and Save Teaching Jobs

tomorrow. 0O

filn a global economy where the most valuable skill you can sell is your knowledge, a good educatic
no longer just a pathway to opportunitit is a prerequisite The countries that oteach us today will out
-compete us
- President Barack Obama

fiSo let's challenge our statedet's challenge our states to adopt wedldss standards that will bring
our curriculums to the 21st centuno
- President Barack Obama
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and the lack of stable human values and
relationships that accompany such rapid
external change create sufficient conditions
for necessary human modifiability which
must accompany environmental conditions.
More than ever, technology and social de-
mands of this century call upon us to iden-
tify the conditions that make environments
conducive to allowing the human being to
modify him or herself to create a context

of modifiability. Without this focus, the
adaptive propensities which are natural to

the individuals and which can be manifested

in varied and enhanced cognitive potential
wi || not
Feuerstein.

In addition to the keynote sessions that will
introduce the
education, most notably his revolutionary
theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiabil-
ity and Mediated Learning Experience
Feuerstein will also discuss the importance
of cognitive intervention in a high-tech
world.

The team that will facilitate the interactive
learning of theory and practice this year will
provide beginner, intermediate, and ad-

vanced seminars for district administrators,
principals, teachers, parents, social workers,
therapists and psychologists wishing to start

or continue learning about this unique ap-
proach. United States Instrumental Enrich-
ment trainer, Sandy Garr, s &aams, Af
really excited to bt
Summer training is always so much fun.
Participants get to learn so much from eact
other and discover how versatile Feuer-
steinbés work really

iRi encourages schools interested in learn-
ing about the program to send a team of
teachers and the principal. If the district is
considering implementation, the team

should include a district administrator and
representatives from each building or from a
pil ot bFlEiisimdre thay a cla8s-
room program. It is a comprehensive ap-
proach that benefits students when best
practices of professional learning are used
to ensure the best classroom applications
leading to improved test results and more
efficient student learningd  sMeiaBee s
Hur, V.P. of Program Services and Lead
Trainer, FIE and Mathematics.

AThe summer seminar:
benefits. First, these seminars enable dis-
tricts and schools who are considering a
Aistart upo with the

2
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AMore than ever
and social demands of this
century call upon us to
identify the conditions that
make environments
conducive to allowing the
human being to modify him
or herselfi to create a
of

R. Feuerstein
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Maryville Academyods
Plaines, Illinois continues to extend all the
Feuerstein programs for each of their stu-

risk way to assess the fit of Feuerstein to thedents. Jen School works with high school

lancaan Thi s i s | i ke a

o said iRiiCBQ, Yim Belt , 0O boys that face many difficult challenges in
w kchoe!l and imtBeir lives. @y utiliSinghthe o |

leaders and teachers get to sample and to  Feuerstein Method, students are beginning to

judge. Almost everyone with this program

fipar ad iNg\in astign starteq thig,vay | ig @Jso mgyefunctions and affective motivational areas.
cost effective since schools that attend and

decide to adopt the

iRi uses an investigational model for its pro-
fessional learning experiences. Participants
engage in a study of the instruments they will
use with students, participate in hands-on
discussions with modeled mediation, and
make action plans for classroom use. When
teachers are ready to use what they have
learned, iRi structures peer application teams
and mentor conversations to build teacher
confidence in their use of the program with
students.

SEMINAR GOALS

LEARN, refresh, or elevate your understanding of
Professor Reuven
ples of Structural Cognitive Modifiability and Medi-

ated Learning Experience with practical methods to
improveallc hi | drends thinking
21 century success.

APPLY world-renowned cognitive theories and class-
room practices to hands-on, engaging professional
learning experiences with a team of highly experienced
international trainers and in-school practitioners.

DISCOVER how to incorporate cognitive strategies
and methods into reading and mathematics instruction.

SHARE learnings with individuals and schools al-
ready utilizing these research-rich programs.

BE PREPARED to fully integrate your training into
your daily classroom instruction and existing curricu-
lum to stimulate all of your students and positively
impact even the most reluctant learners.

RETURN to your district in the fall with high tech
trainer-mentoring programs and a network of practitio-
ners to extend your learning and ensure successful
implementation in your setting.

JUMPSTART Yy o ur
struction and professional learning experiences with
ongoing, high impact customized coaching and men-
toring programs.

Feuerste

make structural changes in their cognitive

iMrhisodifferemtiateddapproach helps us meet
the wide range of students we have within o
s ¢ h osayb Dr.&raig Maki, Education Di-
rector, DeerofoBrgdalsis to .
enable our students to become more efficier
thinkers and learners. They have been
through a lot, both in school and in life!
Feuersteinds Met hod
these students need
student program. It's also a lesson for life.
This is what these b

Maki, who originally made the decision to
utilize Feuersteinods
School almost three years ago, has received
numerqysyhone calls about how to use the
programs with difficult students. Craig simply

r e s p oWedilseady d@re using the program
2Re have been dQigg S0-fQritwq yegrsnpw
The whole staff is trainedright down to the
PE teacher. It is the saturatjon that has

heiped Fstith thkde stdtknts. Doih§ FIE ha

way or as a quick fix is not going to heip.

The Jen School has seen tremendous im-
provement in its stu
demic performance. Yet, measurement of the
programbds effectiven
studentsd differentdi
and the time factors the Jen School is working
with. When any of the boys enters the school,
the measurements use
to assessing their f
level. The Jen School is currently looking for

a curriculum-based assessment that can give
them valid and reliable results.

or gafdeugyini onods 21 """}
woo, K
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In February 2009, Holly Area Schools in

Oakland County, Michigan began the sec- Al n an
ond part of its plan to enhance critical thinking
among all students. Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Noni Miller thought outside of the box
when she considered adapting Feuerstein as an
alternative means for the new educational fo-
cus, Response to Intervention (RTI or Rtl).

students line up outside to come
into the building from recess, large
dots have been painted on the
playground and each student is to
stand on a dot at the end of their
playtime.Today at recess, the first
Fgeréjd%rrs withtheir Thalk were®
connecting the dots!'When asked

By introducing 30 kindergarten and first grade
teachers and over 600 students to the early
childhoodi nt er venti ons of
lutionary BASIC Instrumental Enrichment
Program, Holly Schools are focused not only

on children with learning difficulties right
now, but on
from emerging in other children in their upper
school years.

doing one little girl responded that
they were creating a plan and

While just beginning this new project and still making Oright
waiting to finish the rest of the professional

learning program in mid-April, teachers have
already begun
most notably

tool in the program literally enables students
to ficonnect the

thinking they used.

- . Holly Area Schools Asst. Superintendent, Noni Miller
i mpl ementing the fAtool so

Holly teachers will work to control levels

precision. They will also work on core con-
tent areas in math and reading, and the de-

One of the elementary schools principals velopment of social-emotional skills as a

effort t o

astﬁu e?ts B)r

6 0r gani z aelatiomships, and making dorapariéon, T h i s

dot s o ofdnmp@sivity esisedic tihking) ahd im-h e

difficulties before they start to develop is
tru zing agcompli d

f gljﬂ]nlag@t%gfnén o?n&?{'—ﬁgquir
program Dr. Miller and her team of princi-
pals and teachers a

arming these little ones with skills that will
last a lifetime.o

The early childhood program joins the mid-
dle school program in Holly. Middle school
teachers of mathematics started the 6", 7"

and 8" graders using the Instrumental En-
richment program in late Fall 2008. For the
second year of implementation, these mid-
dl e school math tea

Apreventin E)éthq teacher yvraaé thay. were, . Sumeg Seminar in Troy, Michigan. This

time, they will study Level 11 of the FIE
STANDARD program. The Level Il experi-
ence will introduce the teachers to new in-

lagsroom use and investigate
tacti€s for meditatirig the more hard to mo-
tivate students.

ﬁ'Joilrl ytés approach i
edge for ?he other districts in Oakland
County, Michigan. They truly are bringing
new visionto every childd s ai d i
Ji m B e IHolly is gseng best gractices
not only for classroom instruction, but also

shared the following with Dr. Miller who re- part of the students fé)r prIQfosFior}a: [jeé/e%?gm.ent. I Iiisﬁ?y%'r
p o r tnan effait to help the young students  firms,A | t i s not doi ng o aPPraaehiqproiessignalleaming
line up outside to come into the buildingfrom F| E | et s us attack s PR % 6 1 earnin g p

recess, large dots have been painted on the
playground and each student is to stand on a
dot at the end of their playtime. Today at re-
cess, the first graders with their chalk were
connecting the dots!When asked by the
teacher what they were doing, one little girl
responded that they were creating a plan and
making o6r.i@ghNi lalngrl eex«
AWho would have thoug

t hat need

fiThe notion that we can actually
prevent learning difficulties
before they start to develop is
truly an amazing
accomplishment and a

ago that our little ones would be aware that
they needed to create a plan and that they
would be using the correct mathematical
phrase®

childhood program 0

Kate Bellanca, iRi

new light on Feuerstein, especially as an

t i on gay Kdte Bellanca, who has
worked on the planning and development
In addition to improving such critical thinking of the
skills as making connections, seeing part- that we can actually prevent learning
whole relationships, sharpening spatial

3

lems in a way that gets to the fundamentals
changing. o

foundation of Fedé

alternative means to Response to Interven-

Hol | yTh®motion e c t

Holly is assisted in its project not only by
iRi, but also by the Oakland Intermediate
School District. Dr. Kathy Barker, Assistant
Director of Special Education, Oakland is
liaison to the project. Oakland is providing
the services to evaluate outcomes and pro-
vide other needed assistance. Barker af-
f i r m#atching the training and imple-
mentation you can see how important
Feuersteinds basic
S tN@ff nlglsS t e N gt
used with the students. We are excited
what is happening here in Holfy.

A))
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iwe are really excite e Cognitige Coyngotign News r

that the teachers and students are making!
Our partnership with Holly has brought us

Contact Us!
newsletter@iriinc.us

We Want to Hear From You
f hare a pugggss storywith students!
Ask questions!
Learn MORE!



The Dr. Robert H. Faulkner Academy in Marion, Indiana opened AEIE adds a whole new dimension to charter schodls a s s e r t

its doors with full enrollment in September 2008. It became the Jim Bellanca, iRi CEO, noted professional development author,

third charter school, joining the Voyageur School in Honolulu, and Feuer st Borthoseatiossouggletteemake sighnifi-

Hawaii and the Jacob Shapiro School in Oshkosh, Wisconsinto 4t 5chievement gains with their students, FIE gives a practical,,

place Feuersteinbds Early Chil dB®burdd brBgfam thdl is RibwnwbriBwide rit€ poletful | {

instruction. effects with studentSor educators who are looking to push stu-
dents even further and distinguish their school with outstanding

I'n 2008, all of Faulkner0s st gfinkingadd e&ring SillsMtere is hEproBrant thafcbrbards: P

pated in a five-day intensive professional learning experience at Those who seriously want to add critical thinking and othéf 21

I Ri 6s Lear n2 simmebsémedr @uiy 27 iAuggst century skills to their student
7, 2008). During 2009, Dr. Meir Ben Hur and Mrs. Shannon look at Feyerstein Methods and programs

Almquist, i Ri 6s |l ead consultants, continued to guide the teacher
and administrators through their ongoing investigation of Feuer-

steinbs theory anbMedatedddamiogct i onal pcnapiinoccls

Experience with the aim of advancing their understanding and
knowledge in the early childhood instruments (FIE T BASIC)
and introducing the middle schoolprogram (FIE-Standard).

iwe wanted to do more with instruction than raise test score:
said Carson Adams, Organizer and Board Member of the Dr. I'n a press release (2/24/10mM),
Robert H. Faulkner Academy. i We wanted t o gi walingpyaurnationsgavarposs and state education chiefs to
21 century skills that would make them better thinkers and develop standards and assessments that don't simply measure
prob|em solvers. This program has the track record that shows Whether Students can fill in a bubble ona test, but Whether they

students how to increase thes e PassesspRlstgentyry skills like probisaiving and critical
thinking and entrepreneurship

What President Obama is calling for seems to be sensible, and for
fiwe wanted to g%i ve our th&rhatertas 0 doSarmidg dtudents with critical thinking
Century skills that would make them and problem solving skills in order to continue creativity and

individual entrepreneurship. It sounds wonderful! A dream come
better thinkers and problem solvers. This true.

program has the track record that shows However, in a December 18, 2006 TIME Magazine cover story

students how t o i ncr ea SoeprepharifyBusst@entsSokthe 21 kerBury the author notes,
AThis is a story about the bidgd
Carson Adams, Organizer and Board Member not having about educationé wh

kids will fail to make the grade in the global economy because
they candét think their way thr
teams, distinguish good information from bad, or speak a lan-

In preparing to use the Feuerstein Method, the Faulkner team has guage other than Englisho
taken on a second level of professional learning. Dr. Gwen
Lavert from Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion, Indiana, So when we take a closer look, especially through the eyes of the
author, and the lead Reading consultant for iRi, has worked with educator, we have identified t
the teachers to bridge FIE int@OoP&FPKkAEHPHs deoWes PV & Tcresng dud wg?
gr am. Acc or dRewegtein ipoulstmry We are, A ltds easy enough to say that t
looking to have a totally enriched learning school! We know that  this just is not enough. We need to have the framework, the meth-
it will take time and a lot of effort but it will give us the cohesive ods, and programs in order to help our students become able to
instructional practice and program we need to accomp|ish our think Cl’itically and solve abstract prObIemS as they advance their
goals. We are anticipating big academic gains for all of our chil- ~ content knowledge.
drend
Here is the good news - the framework is in place. A group of
In addition to the rigorous on-site professional learning experi- education advocates has set up a 21% Century Skills Framework
ence, intensive follow-up, and the linking of reading to core http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php in order to give a
components, all Faulkner teachers and their principal will attend stable system of reference for those wishing to better equip our
i Ri s summer seminars in Tr oy, stulantstemeef theflemangs ofhgworld togay apctomorrpvis e r e |
they will expand their previously learned experiences from this There are four major components to the framework: Core Sub-
past year and further develop their skills for next year. jects; Learning and Innovation Skills; Information, Media, and
Technology Skills; and Life and Career Skills.
] Divided into three parts, Creativity and Innovation, Critical
- Thinking and Problem Solving, and Communication and Col-

Le ar n M O re ) www.iriinc.us laboration, are probably the most important components of the


http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php
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Learning and Innovation Skills framework. But again, we come to a
block. What are Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Skills, and
how do we promote Communication and Collaboration within and
among our students and in our classrooms?

We could look at Critical Thinking skills from the viewpoint of Ben-
jamin Bloom (1956) who developed a classification of levels of in-
tellectual behavior in learning. Bloom eventually developed the three
taxonomies: Cognitive, Affective, and Psychomotor. We could also
look at the ideas of Reuven Feuerstein who developed his theories of
Structural Cognitive Modifiability, Mediated Learning Experience,
and their applied systems. Both cognitive psychologists studied in
Geneva, Switzerland under Jean Piaget.

The major difference between the two approaches is noted as fol-
lows:

B. Bloom R. Feuerstein
iCan be st at|eldeessesce ofitle thews s|-
ment in the cognitive do- ries and applications:
main has si x| component so
1. Knowledge filntelligence is not fixed.
2. Comprehension Itis modifiabled
3. Application
4. Analysis
5. Synthesis
6. Evaluation

Rottomerdam, H. 2000, Bloom, 1956; Feuerstein, 1956, 1979, 1981, 2002, 2006

Each of Bloomés cognitive
offered in a theoretical hierarchy of higher and lower order thinking
skill s. AThe value of Bl oomb6s
few pieces of common language shared by educators. It provided a
common framework in which to design assessment and curriculum

or in which to |l ook at a | esso

Somet hing that Bl oom doesnodt t
patterns or that cognition can be changed (i.e. modifiability). His
taxonomy is only a touchstone for teaching about a type of thinking

or for asking questions that facilitate a type of thinking. From the

view point of Reuven Feuerstein, however, the belief system that
Aintelligence is modifiableo
students do change the quality
concept that the human is capable of modifying the underlying struc-
ture of his cognition is critical to helping students become more effi-
cient learners. (Feuerstein, 1956) Today this is otherwise known as

the Feuerstein theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability

(SCM).

A Common Mistake

Whil e Bloombs taxonomy is a
take we have made in the past comes from the misunderstanding that
cognitive processes are hierarchical and that they are developmental
stages as defined by Piaget.
tive functioning needs to be broken down into how one gathers infor-
mation, thinks about the information, and generates new information
to others. It is also important to understand whether these functions
are strong or are what Feuerstein defines

5

objectives

mathematics achievement for

useful

as O0Odeficientd but changeabl
functions the Deficient Cognitive Functions He notes that

they are prerequisites for learning as well. The way in

which the educator then modifies the cognitive structure

(literally, as brain studies are showing, changes the stu-

dent 6s mind) and establi
through the theory and application of the Mediated Learn-

ing Experience (MLE).

s he:

The primary goal of MLE is to mediate deficient cognitive
functions to render the individual more cognitive modifi-
able. Good mediators are constantly asking students to ana-
lyze and evaluate their responses (with the use of cognitive
functions) to respond to
derive cognitive principals from the learning experiences
and to find examples of how to think well within those prin-
cipals.

w

ot

Effective mediation is a matter of skillful questioning which
revolves around cognitive challenges. Students who are
asked to apply, analyze, synthesize, and to judge are more
likely to feel challenged than students who are simply asked
to regurgitate what they have been told. Challenge then
becomes meaningful. (Ben Hur, M. 2000; Rottomerdam, H.
2000) As the students take up the challenge and build their
cognitive functions, the foundation stones of thinking, they
become more and more efficient at constructing their other
learning experiences.

fiThe role of the theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability
and Mediated Learning Exper.
more than ever a vital necessity in response to the increas-
ing need for human adaptability, and the readiness to adapt
to the everchanging conditions of life0 Feuer st ei
has specific meaning &

. I ——
Intensive protessional learning for educators to
promote students’ critical thinking, literacy, and
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International Renewal Institute

Troy, Michigan | July 27th to Aug.7th, 2009

Session |
Feuersteinds I nstrumen
Cognitive Pathways to Reading
Learning Propensity Assessment Device
outline for educator s, t

Session Il

Feul PU% i L €atR8s LMGT ralme

Cognitive Pathways to Mathematics
Learning Propensity Assessment Device

Details & Registration at www.iriinc.us


http://www.iriinc.us/the-international-center-for-the-enhancement-of-learning-potential.html

June 2009

SCEL ‘ SOUTHEASTERN CENTER FOR
THE ENHANCEMENT OF LEARNING | SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT
Southeastern Center for the
Enhancement of Learning 1 2 3 4 5 §)
June 8 - 26, 2009
Forest Park, GA 7 Southeastg¢rn Center fqr the Enhangement of Lgarning
9th Annudl Cognitive Enrichment YWorkshops ||June 8 - 262009
14 Southeastern Cenfer for the Erfhancement ¢f Learning 29
I' 9th Ahnual Cognitive Enrichment Workshpps | June 8 1 26, 2009
Nationjal Institute fpr Learning Pevelopment
n' d 21 -2 Standgrd FIE Leve] I | June 22 | 26, 2009 26 27
28 29 30

National Institute for Learning Development
Standard FIE Level | | June 22 - 26, 2009
Norfolk, VA

2009

July

SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
“...have faith, because there is hope"
“allipn W' 5 nnoar’ The Interngtional Centef for_the En_hancement offLearning Pdtential 11
Headed by Reuven Feugrstein, Turin, Italy | July|5th to 16th, 2009
The International Cer_1ter for th? Enhancement The Interngtional Centef for the Enhancement of|Learning Pdtential
of Learning Potential Headed by R Feuerstein. Turi. Italv | Julvisth to 16th. P09 18
Headed by Reuven Feuerstein eaded by Reuven Feugrstein, Turir), Italy | July|5th to 16th, P
Turin, Italy | July 5th to 16th, 2009 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
International IRenewal Institute
- 26 27Froy, Michigan | July 27th to Aug.7th, 2009 30
s
| August 2009
v
The Intefnational Renewal Institute SUN MON | TUE | WED | THU FRI SAT
Troy, Michigan | July 27th to Aug.7th, 2009
1
Infernational REnewal Institute 7 8
3Troy, Michigan | July27th to Aug.7th, 2009
10 11 12 13 14 15
“...have faith, because there is hope"
e g 17 |18 19  [20 |21 |22
The International Center for the Enhancement |23 24 25 26 27 28 29
of Learning Potential
Chaired by Reuven Feuerstein 30 31
Jerusalem, Israel | Aug 3th to 7th, 2009
Aut horized Training Centerbs Meeting >}
)
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iR1
International Renewal Institute, Inc.

310 Keystone Court
Glencoe lllinois

iRi (International Renewal Institute) is the leading provider of Feuerstein-based Critical Thinking, Reading, and

Mathematics Professional Learning and Student Programs for 21st century classroom and clinical use.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Training programs, follow-up and evaluation please contact info@iriinc.us

60022

Toll Free: 877. 474. 4900
Phone: 847. 835. 4206
Website: www.iriinc.us
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